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GROWING FOR YOUR CHILD’S FUTURE 

This year, Head Start, Inc. became Explorers Academy—a Head Start 
Program.  Why the change?  We wanted to create a name and logo that 
truly reflects who we are—a high quality, play-based early learning cen-
ter that engages and supports both children and families in their learn-
ing and growth.  To better serve our community, we opened the new 
Terry Park school which is home to five full-day classrooms and offers 
child care for before/after class, and during the day on Fridays when 
school is out.  Are you interested in child care? We have a few spots 
available! Contact our  Child Care Director  Gina Young at 
(406) 245-7233 ext. 351! Or email her at ginay@billingsheadstart.org.  
 

As the school year marches on, we have some important reminders for 
both parents and community members! 
 

 Attendance is Important!  See page 2 for  m ore infor-
mation on how consistent attendance helps kids learn. Send your 
child to school as often as possible! If you are receiving Head Start 
services, get in touch with your Family Advocate if you need sup-
port getting your little one to school! 

 
 

 All Hands on Deck  Are you interested in helping out in 
classrooms, reading to our kiddos, or sprucing up our playgrounds 
and facilities?  We always have projects to work on!  Contact Kelly 
at (406) 254-7233 ext. 214 to learn about ways to get involved! 

 
 

 Stay Updated!  Make sure you alw ays have the latest infor-
mation regarding school closures, inclement weather, future events, 
and more.  Follow us on Facebook for news from our program and 
the world of child development.  Check our website,                       
billingsheadstart.org, regularly for announcements, job postings, 
and upcoming events! 
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MISSION 

Explorers Academy provides 
comprehensive services for 

young children and their fami-
lies to achieve school readi-
ness and lifelong success. 

 

 

VISION 

Encourage, Empower, and 
Educate All Children 

 

 

VALUES 

Children First 
Respect 

Positivity 
Empathy 

Competence 

Artwork from Teacher Heather’s 

class, Room 110 at Terry Park 



DECORATING THE US CAPITOL CHRISTMAS TREE! 

Explorers Academy students 

have the  exciting opportunity 

this year to create decorations 

for the U.S. Capitol Christmas 

Tree! 

The decorations for the tree had 

to be 9”-12” in size, be weather-

proof, and be able to be trans-

ported across the nation in time 

for the tree’s installation. 

The Christmas tree itself will be 

from Kootenai National Forest 

and will travel through Mon-

tana, North Dakota, South Da-

kota, and Missouri before being 

delivered to Washington DC on 

November 27th.  

Students created colorful, glit-

tery, artistic, and fun decora-

tions that showcase their natural 

creativity.  Check out some of the amazing things our kiddos made in the gallery above! 
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September was the fifth-annual Attendance Awareness Month! Early education can help develop 

the social and emotional foundation children need to persist in school.  But preschoolers only re-

ceive the full effect of these benefits if they are in class regularly – preschoolers who miss 10% or 

more of the school year (as little as two days per month) are less ready for kindergarten and less 

likely to read proficiently by the end of third grade. Help your child learn by doing your best to get 

them into school every day, unless they are sick.  Need to report your child absent? Call (406) 245-

7233 and press zero to report an absence.  You can also call your  child ’s teacher directly 

to let them know your kiddo won’t be in school that day.  

ATTENDANCE MATTERS! 
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THANK YOU, VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION!   
Much of our success at Explorers Academy is due in part to our incredible community partners.  Busi-

nesses, people, and agencies throughout Billings graciously donate their time, energy, funds, and en-

thusiasm to the cause of creating lifelong success for the children and families we are privileged to 

serve.  In this newsletter, we want to thank Valley Federal Credit Union for their continued dedication 

to supporting our program.  Because of their generosity, our new Terry Park school has an incredible 

new library space! 

The Terry Park library has been fully outfitted with modern shelving, comfortable cushions, a super 

cool lofted reading cabin and, of course, hundreds of brand new books to tantalize our kiddos’ imagina-

tions and inspire a love of reading.  This library will have an immeasurable impact on our students’ de-

velopment and future success.  Our biggest possible thank you to Valley Federal Credit Union!  

Since the school year began, we have been 

lucky to have welcomed several volunteer 

groups into our schools and playgrounds.  

We’d like to thank them for their hard work 

and for sharing their time with us to help our 

kiddos succeed.  Thank you to the United 

Way Day of Caring volunteers, the MSU-

Billings Service Saturday students, and the 

community members who visited our new   

Terry Park school to clean up outside.  We 

appreciate all you have done for us! 

OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS 

Our North Park playground is looking better than ever! 



We’re Hiring! 

Are you looking for a change of 

pace or a new career?  Check out 

our open positions below and go 

online at billingsheadstart.org/

careers for more information on 

how to apply! 

 Teacher 

 Bus Driver 

 Cook 

 Family Advocate 

 Finance Director  

 

We’re also looking for some 

amazing folks to join us as substi-

tutes!  We need individuals inter-

ested in serving as subs in our 

Education, Nutrition, and Trans-

portation departments.  Contact 

(406) 245-7233 for more infor-

mation. 

WHAT WE’VE BEEN LEARNING 

Have you ever wondered what your child learns in a day at Explorers 

Academy?  Although each day is dif-

ferent and chock-full of fun activities, 

each day is also structured according 

to a world-class, play-based curricu-

lum called the Creative Curriculum.  

At the beginning of the school year, 

all classes begin with a  5-week sub-

ject study called Beginning the Year.  

The focus is on helping little ones 

learn how to follow routines, how be 

part of a group, and what it means to 

have rules.  Focus questions include 

“What names do we need to know at 

school?”, “How do I make friends?”, 

and “What should we do if we get sad 

or scared at school?” Coordinating 

books, songs, art projects, and transi-

tion structures support kids in devel-

oping the social-emotional skills they 

will need to thrive for the rest of the year and on into kindergarten.   

Do you want to be more involved in Explorers Academy?  Consider 

coming to a Parent Committee meeting!  Each school (North Park, Ter-

ry Park, Laurel and Lockwood) has its own Parent Committee that all 

parents are welcome to join.  Parent Committees meet monthly—

contact Janice, our Family & Community Partnerships Director, at 

(406) 245-7233 ext. 278 to find out when the next Parent Committee 

will be for your child’s school! 

UPCOMING EVENTS - MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Explorers Academy 
615 N. 19th St 

Billings, MT 59101 
 

Phone: (406) 245-7233 
Fax: (406) 245-1260 
billingsheadstart.org 

Teacher Olivia helps her class 

learn how to line up so they can 

walk around school safely. 

 Read to Me, Daddy!  10/7 

 Move with Me, Mommy!  10/14 

 Policy Council Training 10/16 

 Policy Council Meeting 10/23 

 NO SCHOOL 10/19-10/20 

 CPR / First Aid Class for Parents 

10/27 

 Latino Cultural Week 10/30-

11/3 

 Family Fiesta 11/1 

 Career Development Workshop 

11/9 

 Thanksgiving Lunch 11/16 

 NO SCHOOL 11/22-11/24 

 Policy Council Meeting 11/27 

 Grant Tyler Memorial Holiday 

Give 12/5-12/6 

 Family Holiday Dinner 12/12 

 NO SCHOOL 12/25-1/2 

 Move with Me, Mommy! 1/13 

 Cooking Workshop at Laurel 

School 1/18 

 Read to Me, Daddy! 1/20 


