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WELCOME TO THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR!
On August 28th, we were thrilled to welcome 404 three– and fouryear olds through our doors in Billings, Lockwood, and Laurel. We
feel privileged to be able to offer these children high quality,
evidence-based education. We hope to build relationships with
each family and help them identify and achieve their unique goals.
We look forward to supporting our students and families in their
growth this year!
If you’re a parent, check out our website,
www.explorershs.org, to find this year’s Parent Handbook, get
information on upcoming events, and find important
announcements. Don’t forget that we welcome you to visit your
child’s classroom any time, and that we love to have parents
volunteer! Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
billingsheadstart for weather updates, news, and more.
If you’re a community member, we’d love for you to get
involved with our program! We have plenty of opportunities to
volunteer throughout the year. You can assist in classrooms,
prepare meals, read to children, help out in our garden, support
our administration team, and more! Get in touch with Megan
Martin, our Community Relations Director, to volunteer. She can
be reached at (406) 869-1220 or at meganm@explorershs.org.

MISSION

Explorers
Academy provides
comprehensive
services for young
children and their
families to achieve
school readiness
and lifelong
success.

VISION

Encourage,
empower, and
educate all children.

VALUES
Children First
Respect
Positivity
Empathy
Competence

BEGINNING THE YEAR AT EXPLORERS ACADEMY
The school year has begun, and we’re off to a great start! Explorers Academy
is all about building strong foundations for success in school, so it’s no
surprise we begin the school year doing exactly that. Our curriculum, the
world-class and play-based Creative Curriculum, helps teachers kick things
off with a “Beginning the Year” study. The first five weeks of school have been
dedicated to this study, helping our kiddos learn
the routines and expectations of school. Students
begin to answer questions like “What names do
we need to know at school?”, “How do I make
friends?”, and “What should we do if we get sad or
scared at school?”. Coordinating books, songs, art
projects, and transition structures support kids in
developing the social-emotional skills they will
need to thrive for the rest of the year and on into
kindergarten. Class time is fun and engaging, and
teachers plan activities that naturally interest the
3-5 year olds that we serve. After teachers
Above: Teacher Olivia shows her new
conclude the “Beginning the Year” study, they are
students how to scan themselves in for
free to choose—or let the kiddos help choose—
attendance each morning, helping the
kids learn their school routines.
their next topic of study. Will it be balls, pets,
tunnels, or something else? Stay tuned for the
Right: Smiling faces from Teacher Karen’s
class!
next newsletter to find out!

300 BOOKS DONATED IN BACK TO SCHOOL BOOK DRIVE
Did you know that 61% of low-income households have zero
children’s books? The development of reading skills in young
children is a critical component of success in school and in life. In
order to improve our libraries and collect more books to give away
to our students’ families, we started off the 2018-2019 school year
with a Back to School Book Drive. We’re thrilled to share that our
book drive collected 300 books for us to use in supporting our
students’ developing literacy!
Valley Federal Credit Union, one of our incredible community
partners, has Bookie Monster bins in all of their Billings branches.
We used these Bookie Monsters to collect books for the Back to
School Book Drive, but the Bookie Monsters are always there—and
always hungry! We’ve collected almost 1,000 books already!
Above: Matt Macrow at Valley Federal
Credit Union shows off some of the 300
books collected from the Bookie
Monsters!

If you’d like to donate new or gently used children’s books to
contribute to our mission of supporting lifelong success in
young children, feed the Bookie Monsters at any VFCU branch
around town!

HEAD START HAM SANDWICH AT TOPZ

We are fortunate to have the support of many businesses and
organizations in our service area. Did you know that Topz Sandwich
Company donates $2 of every Head Start Ham sandwich sold to
Explorers Academy? The Head Start Ham special helps to
support Explorers Academy’s mission to help children and families
achieve success in school and life beyond. So far, the Head Start
Ham sandwich has raised $1,808 for our community’s children!
Left: Executive Director Jennifer Owen and Topz owner Tucker Veltkamp chat about the role of community support
in Explorers Academy’s success.

NOVEMBER FUNDRAISER AT CRAFT LOCAL
Mark your calendars! Craft Local is hosting a fundraiser for Explorers
Academy featuring Jon Roberts on November 3rd from 7:00pm9:00pm; donations will be accepted at the door. Craft Local is a
nonprofit cultural hub that supports local musicians, artists, and
craftspeople. The rotating menu of local drinks is a perfect
complement to the sense of community, art gallery, and weekly
performances. Come out and enjoy the best of local culture while
supporting our community’s children! Craft Local is downtown at 2413 Montana Avenue.

FIRST ANNUAL EXPLORERS ACADEMY GOLF SCRAMBLE
On August 24th, we held our first annual golf scramble fundraiser! We had a great day on the
course, where 52 players joined up in 13 teams and hit the green at Yegen Golf Club. Our
amazing players helped us raise over $4,500 for the children in our community!
We want to thank PayneWest Insurance, Stockman Bank, and Radio Billings for sponsoring our
fundraiser. We also want to thank the more than 30 local businesses who sponsored drink
carts, hole prizes, par prizes, and flag prizes. These sponsors made our Golf Scramble
fundraiser possible, and because of their support we now have additional resources to
help our students become ready for school. Check out some photos from our Golf
Scramble!

INCREDIBLE YEARS PARENTING COURSES
Each year, we encourage parents to take part in the
Incredible Years parenting course offered by their
Family Advocates. The course is designed to help
prevent and treat behavior problems and promote social, emotional, and academic
competence in children. Parents will learn proven and effective techniques that they will be
able to use at home throughout their child’s life to manage behavior issues and support their
children’s growth. Explorers Academy encourages parents who are curious about the course to
speak with their Family Advocate. This year’s classes begin on November 5th!
Terry Park

11/5: Surviving the Strong-Willed Child
Part 1 5:30-7:30pm
11/12: Surviving the Strong-Willed Child
Part 2 5:30-7:30pm

Laurel

11/6 Surviving the Strong-Willed Child
Part 1 (Time TBD)
11/13: Surviving the Strong-Willed Child
Part 2 (Time TBD)

*Please note that Incredible Years classes have not yet been scheduled for our
Lockwood site. Keep in touch with your Family Advocate for more information!

North Park

11/13: Surviving the Strong-Willed Child Part 1 8:1510:15am
11/13: Communication Disorders and Autism Spectrum
Disorders 12:15pm
11/20: Surviving the Strong-Willed Child Part 2 5:30-7:30pm

DO YOU SHARE OUR MISSION? THEN JOIN OUR TEAM!
Careers at Explorers Academy are fulfilling, challenging, and
full of caring coworkers who join together for a common
purpose: giving the most vulnerable children in our
community the best education and support possible to get
them ready for success in school. Check out our website to
see our open positions: www.explorershs.org/careers.

UPCOMING EVENTS
10/13: FREE Car Seat Check by AMR: 1701 Montana Ave. (10a-2p)
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10/15: New Policy Council Training at North Park School
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10/29-11/2: Latino Cultural Celebration Week
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10/29: Policy Council Meeting
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10/30: Latino Cultural Celebration Family Night

10/18-19: NO SCHOOL (TP Childcare OPEN)
10/26: CPR and First Aid Training at North Park

Follow us on Facebook for events and updates!
www.facebook.com/billingsheadstart
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