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JOIN US FOR KINDERGARTEN VISITS!
Every year, we offer families the opportunity to visit the kindergarten their
child will attend. Kindergarten visits for each of our sites are a little different,
so look below for your location to see your kindergarten visit information.
Billings Kindergarten Visits
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MISSION
Explorers Academy provides
comprehensive services for
young children and their
families to achieve school
readiness and lifelong success.

VISION

Join us on April 27th or May 11th (or both!) to get to know the kindergartens in
Billings. You can visit any school we’re going to, whether or not it is in your
neighborhood. We’ll be offering tours of each school and sharing information
on what to expect for your next year with School District 2. Contact your Family
Advocate to sign up for a visit! Her e’s our schedule for Billings schools:
Friday April 27th: Beartooth, Newman, Bench, and Orchard Kindergartens

Encourage, Empower, and
Educate All Children

VALUES
Children First · Respect
Positivity · Empathy
Competence

Friday May 11th: Bitterroot, Broadwater, Miles, and McKinley Kindergartens
Lockwood Kindergarten Visits
In Lockwood, our students get an opportunity to tour the Lockwood
kindergarten with their teachers. The date for Lockwood’s visit is yet to be
determined; if you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher!

Laurel Kindergarten Visits
Kindergarten visits in Laurel will take place on May 17th. Parents should
transport their children to South Elementary at 606 South 5th St and expect
the visit to last about 30 minutes. Families will be able to meet with the
Principal, tour the school, peek into classrooms, visit the lunch room, see the
playground, and practice lining up. Each of our Laurel classes is scheduled to
visit South Elementary at a different time. Here’s our schedule for Laurel:
9:00AM: Room 7 (Teacher Brittany)

10:30AM: Room 8 (Teacher Sara)

12:30PM: Room 4 (Teacher Sandra)

2:00PM: Room 9 (Teacher Nikki)

A student explores art
at our Yellowstone Art
Museum reception on
3/29. Students created
art at the YAM and then
saw their art exhibited!

As our 2017-2018 school year begins to wrap up, we know many parents
are getting ready to register their young children for kindergarten.
Although going to a new school is exciting, it can also be difficult.
Explorers Academy wants to ease the burden of stress on families by
helping parents prepare for kindergarten and keep up with learning
during the summer. Keep an eye out for these great materials!
Kindergarten Folders
Each family with a future kindergartener will receive a folder of materials to help ease the transition to kindergarten. Each folder will include
helpful hints, tips, and suggestions on how to determine which
kindergarten your child should attend, what you’ll need to bring with
you to registration, how to support your child in the transition to a new school, and more.

Activity Packets—Prevent Summer Slide!
Each kindergarten folder will include a packet of simple activities you can
do with your future kindergartener to help them build on the skills
they’ve learned this year. Each packet comes with
calendars for the
summer with suggested activities to do together, such as “Act out a story”
and “Celebrate! I can count to _______”. You will also receive activity
sheets to help your child refresh skills relating to colors, shapes, body
parts, or feelings.
Looking for More?
If you want even more ways to prepare for kindergarten, visit www.readyfreddy.org

DEDICATED TEACHING STAFF RECEIVE CDA CREDENTIAL
We would like to congratulate Melissa, Nikki, Elizabeth, and Chantel on completing the Child Development
Associate course! CDA is a nationally-recognized marker of excellence in nurturing the emotional, physical,
intellectual, and social development of young
children. We are lucky to count these teachers
and teaching assistants as members of our staff.
Thank you for your commitment to being the best
you can be for our kiddos!
Pictured from left to right: Elizabeth, Chantel, Melissa, and Nikki. Thank you for your dedication!
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SEAN McBRIDE HEADLINES 2018 COMEDY BECAUSE
Get ready to laugh on April 28 at the Alberta Bair Theatre at 7:30pm! Comedy
beCAUSE is helping spread awareness and raise funds for Explorers Academy and
three other local nonprofits. Join in the fun as local, regional, and national comics
light up the stage for four great causes, all to strengthen families here in our own
community.
Comedy beCAUSE is hosted by Tom Paxinos of Century 21 and will feature Sean
McBride and friends. Access to the pre-party at Yellowstone Art Museum is included with your ticket! The
pre-party will have a cash bar and heavy appetizers.
Get your tickets online at the Alberta Bair Theatre’s website: www.albertabairtheater.org!

APRIL IS STRENGTHENING FAMILIES MONTH
During the month of April, organizations throughout Montana are focusing
on strengthening families, keeping children safe and making communities
strong. The color blue and blue pinwheels have become symbols
of child abuse prevention. You will see blue pinwheels throughout our
community representing hope, health and safety for children.
Explorers Academy celebrates Child Abuse Prevention Month as
Strengthening Families Month. You’ll see our staff sporting blue pinwheel
pins! To help us raise awareness, the MT
Children's Trust Fund has given us a
grant to support our Strengthening Families activities—thank you to
MTCTF! Here’s what we’ll be up to in April:


Explorers Academy will display 404 pinwheels, one for each
child in our program, all month. There will be pinwheels at each site.



Governor Bullock has declared Mondays in April “Go Blue Mondays” to spread awareness of child
abuse prevention and Strengthening Families Month.



Each site will have a board for staff and EA families to display pictures of their families with messages
about what makes their family strong (“My family is strong because….”)



We will share promotional videos about Explorers Academy children and families each week in April. Be
sure to like our Facebook page and feel free to share our posts!



Wednesday April 18th will be Parent Appreciation Day. Parents will be invited to stop in at any site to
receive goodies and be showered with thanks!

Spring Fling Dance
To celebrate all of our strong families and kiddos, we’re throwing a
Spring Fling Dance! All of our students and their families are invited!
Come dance the night away with us on April 26 from 6:00pm-8:00pm
at our Terry Park school! Show off your moves and enjoy
music, food, photos, and FUN!
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As we approach the end of the year, we are so excited to celebrate all that you and your
child have accomplished during preschool! Each class will be having a year-end
celebration get-together to share treats, photos, and reflect on how much your child has
grown this year. Our celebrations will happen during regular class time during the last
few days of school.

Please check with your child’s teacher to see
when their celebration will be!
YELLOWSTONE VALLEY GIVES
The 2018 Yellowstone Valley Gives will take place on Thursday, May 3rd to Friday, May
4th. Y ellow stone Valley Gives is h osted by th e B illings Com m unity
Foundation and is a 24 hour “crowdfunding” event that embraces new technologies to
provide a quick, easy, and fun way for the public to support non-profits while also
tracking donations online, creating a sense of friendly competition. This is the third year
the Billings Community Foundation has hosted a “Giving Day” event, and in 2017 our
community was able to raise over $85,000 for 82 participating non-profits to support
their mission and programming in the Greater Yellowstone Valley.
Support Explorers Academy during Yellowstone Valley Gives! Just go online to th e w ebsite
www.yellowstonevalleygives.org, click “Give Back”, and find Explorers Academy! Supporting us during this
event is a quick and easy way to help us support lifelong success for our students and their families!

UPCOMING EVENTS - MARK YOUR CALENDAR!


4/23 Policy Council Meeting



5/11 Billings Kindergarten Visits



5/21 Policy Council Meeting



4/25 Board Meeting





5/28 Program Closed



4/26 Spring Fling Dance at
Terry Park School

5/12 Montana Women’s Run for
Move with Me, Mommy!





5/17 Last Day of School for North
Park School & Family Night at
ZooMontana

5/30-5/31 End of Year
Classroom Celebrations—Terry
Park, Laurel, and Lockwood





5/17 Laurel Kindergarten Visits

5/31 Terry Park, Laurel, and
Lockwood Families’ Night at Oasis



5/16-5/17 End of Year
Classroom Celebrations—North
Park



4/27 Billings Kindergarten Visits



4/28 Comedy beCAUSE
Fundraiser at Alberta Bair



5/3 Cultural Celebration Family
Night

We’re Hiring!

Volunteer with Us!

Are you looking for a new career? Check out our open
positions online at www.explorershs.org/careers!

See the many ways you can get involved at
www.explorershs.org/get-involved/volunteer!

Explorers Academy
615 N. 19th St
Billings, MT 59101

Phone: (406) 245-7233
Fax: (406) 245-1260
www.explorershs.org

